44-        THE TREND OF  MODERN POETRY

>f a mediaeval monk inditing a Book of Hours with

Talk mainly of the Human Passion
That made us in a conscious fashion

Strive to control our human fate

ind with pictures of modern saints who

. . . wore instead of hairshirts burdens

Of a mild domestic sort: but so devout
That suddenly they would go out

And die for freedom in the street. . . .

In Part III the poet walks " through the woods
with God," and, meditating on man, sees that he
shares God's nature though " How torn and
fretted by vain energies." This design being
perceived, life can move

in good gait and going
In fine song and singular sign : in all
God's festival of perfect form.

Part IV sees the woodland ** cell" as a home of
peace in a world of alarm and horror. Through
the dark woods of the human heart move im-
memorial cruelty and suffering ; but the martyred
saints overcome pain and can pity their slayers,
This grace and glory is an augury of noble action.

We shall act: we shall build
A crystal city in the age of peace
Setting out from an island of calm
A limpid source of love.

Part V acceptl the imminent danger to his love<
ones and ends the poem in tenderness and love,